A Nod 1o
summer

Geums are loved for their charming,
often vibrant blooms, and some early-
flowering selections helpfully bridge
the gap between spring and summer.

National Plant Collection holder

Sue Martin delves into their diversity

WITH THEIR APPEALING cup-shaped flowers in
arange of colours, held atop slender yet wiry stems,
geums are popular hardy perennials — their usually
evergreen leaves and convenient, mid-sized stature
make them useful garden plants. The genus Geum,
part of the rose family, holds more than 50 species
found in temperate regions of the world. The most
showy selections are related to G. chiloense, which
comes from the island of Chiloé off the coast of Chile,
where it grows in open grassland and among rocks in
damp soil. This species typically has double flowers
of yellow, orange or red that grow to 60-80cm
(24—32in) on stiff stems. These normally flower in
summer and make fine border plants, while some
other geums are usefully early flowering and suited
to a range of garden uses.

Demurely attractive

Geum rivale El, a UK native, grows wild in the north
of the British Isles in damp places, often beside
streams or on the edge of woods, which gives rise to
its common name, water avens. Its drooping flowers
are small but reward close examination: pale yellow
petals are marked with orange-red streaks and deeper
red veins, and enclosed by a dark red calyx (cup-like
structure forming the base of the flower). The calyx
is a prominent part of a geum flower and adds to its
nodding, demure charm. The hairy stems and weed-
suppressing evergreen leaves emerge from gently
spreading woody rhizomes. After flowering, plants
are topped by fluffy seedheads (known as achenes)
that are an attraction in themselves.

This species is early flowering and the parent of a
number of charming, more showy cultivars, all of
which are useful in shade or semi-shade, flowering
from early April until the beginning of June. While
Geum rivale is suited to informal parts of the »
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Boxed numbers in the text
refer to the following Geum
selections (photographed 6
May 2010 at Hardy's Cottage
Garden Plants, Hampshire):
Geum ‘Prince of Orange’
G. rivale ‘Album’

G. ‘Red Wings’

G. rivale ‘Cream Drop’

G. ‘'Hannay's’

G. ‘Marmalade’

G. ‘Bell Bank’

G. ‘Karlskaer’

G. rivale

10 G. “Dolly North’

11 G. ‘Pink Frills’

12 G. ‘Mango’

13 G. ‘Borisii’
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